The Anatomy of the
Easy Drawstring Bag

A foundational blueprint for true beginners.
One skill. Two pieces of fabric. Zero jams.
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A Single Prerequisite Skill

If you can sew a roughly parallel straight line
on a scrap of fabric, you are ready.

Eliminates complex Bypasses the need for Bags do not need to
hardware alignment. specialized machine feet ' contour to a body. A slightly
or buttonhole tension. - crooked seam is invisible

and fully functional.




The Foundational The Tools
Toolkit and Anatomy

The Anatomy I I =N
- - _>- 2x Fabric Rectangles | [#

j .-~ (Quilting cotton or light I !
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SRR . The Secret Weapon
I A simple Safety Pin or Bodkin is the
l single most useful tool for threading.
1x Pull Cord ---- | Set aside a budget of
(1/4-inch cotton cord, ' $10-%$25 for total supplies, or
ribbon, or twill tape). | nothing if you shop your stash.
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Scale Matrix: Dimensions and Functions
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Small Medium Large
Cut: 9 x 13 inches Cut: 12 x 16 inches Cut: 15 x 19 inches
Finished: 8 x 8.5 inches Finished: 11 x 11.5 inches Finished: 14 x 14.5 inches
Ideal for: Gifts, jewelry, soap. Ideal for: Knit projects, toys. Ideal for: Shoes, gym Kits, travel.

Crucial Measurement: Cut dimensions already include a 1/4-inch seam allowance and a 2-inch casing allowance at the top.



Assembly Phase 1: Constructing the Shell
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1. Alignment & Edges 2. The Stop Point 3. The U-Seam
Press flat, align cleanly. Finish Mark 2 inches down on both Place right-sides together.

raw edges with a zigzag stitch or sides. This preserves the Sew a 1/4-inch seam.

pinking shears to stop fraying. casing opening. Backstitch at the marks.

Pro-Tip: Press the side and bottom seams open. Pressing as you go is real construction, not

a finishing extra. It is the difference between a homemade and a handmade look.




The Mathematics of a Perfect Pull

Cord
Diameter Measure your cord

before you fold the
90% of beginner | 4 R £ top. A 1/4-inch cotton
failures are jammed | & | Q AoEN cord combined
cords. This is | Y g/ s with quilting cotton
caused by a narrow | is the most forgiving
casing, not a poorly combination for your
sewn seam. first bag.
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Casing Width = Cord Diameter + 1/4 Inch



Assembly Phase 2: The Mechanics of the Close

p/a

11.25"

1. The Double Fold 2. The Tunnel Stitch 3. Thread & Finish
Fold top edge down 1/4 inch and Stitch all the way around, leaving Feed cord via safety pin through
press. Fold down again 1.25 inches the side gaps unsewn. one side gap, all the way around,
(or your formula width) and press and back out. Knot ends so they

to hide the raw edge. cannot slip back in.



The Maker’s Diagnostic Matrix

Diagnosis Intervention

Cord jams or refuses
to pass.

Unpick, remeasure using the
Casing Rule, and re-sew wider.
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Cord ends fray and
unravel wildly.

Melt synthetic ends near a flame,
or dab cotton ends with fabric glue.

Slow down, use more pins, and

Moving too fast. test-stitch on scrap fabric first.

Wobbly, uneven seams.

Clip and trim the seam allowance
at each corner before turning
right-side out.

Excess fabric in

seam allowance.
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The Upgrade Architecture

The Foundational Build

'ml

« Single layer of fabric (exposed inner seams).

« Flat, open corners.
« Single-pull drawstring closure.
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The Upgraded Build
;- Add Handles:
Add Lining: ) Transforms the

pouch into a
functional tote bag.

Creates a polished

interior with no | L il |
raw edges. \ 13 B
o R

| Dual Cords:

' Creates a
satisfying both-
hands pull
. closure.

Box the Corners: \___/

Allows the bag to stand
upright on its own.



The Starting Line, Not the Finish Line

“A finished bag in your hands beats
Q perfect one in your head.”
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| Mastered: Straight Seams | ______. ! D'I;Q:sEtar:szg Hommoo-- - Mastered: Folded Casings ||
Unlocks: Tote bagsand L\ Bag /' Unlocks: Elastic skirtand |
basic quilting. / : pajama waistbands.

Mastered: Threaded Cords
Unlocks: Hoodies and zipper pouches.

' This is a small project that opens a big door.
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B ¥ - Ready to make
| ' ' your first cut?
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Download the complete,
printable digital blueprint.

(Small, Medium, Large)
- Complete Supplies & Stash Checklist
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E— - 1:1 Scale Sizing Chart
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- - The Stuck-Cord Troubleshooting Guide
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\/(eep it next to your machine. Print a fresh
copy whenever you start a new bag. |
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