Jelly Roll Quilt Size Guide
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Use this guide to calculate strip counts, choose your pre-cut format, and plan any quilt size before you buy.

SECTION 1 | JELLY ROLL SIZE CALCULATOR

Strip count based on standard 2.5" x 42" strips using a straight-strip or rail fence layout.

Quilt Size .Finish.ed Jelly Rolls Strips Per Number

Dimensions Needed Row of Rows
Baby / Crib 36" x 52" 1 28-32 8 13
Lap / Throw 50" x 60" 1 38-40 10 15
Twin 60" x 80" 2 60-65 12 20
Full 75" x 90" 3 85-90 15 23
Queen 90" x 108" 3 105-110 18 27
King 108" x 108" 3-4 120-130 22 27

Strip counts are estimates. Exact totals vary by pattern choice, seam allowance precision, and squaring waste. Add 10% buffer when mixing collections.

SECTION 2 | PRE-CUT FORMAT REFERENCE

Jelly rolls are one of three common pre-cut formats. Know the difference before you buy.

JELLY ROLL CHARM PACK LAYER CAKE

2.5" x 42" strips 5" x 5" squares 10" x 10" squares
40 strips per roll 42 squares per pack 42 squares per pack
Best for: Best for: Best for:
Strip quilts, rail fence, Pinwheel, nine-patch, Large block patterns,
Btielgkiywain cut. Nalg8ewire Triaerles. Gaiekriapaguilts faster top.
Resists stretch when fed Good for scrap-style quilts Best for simple block
correctly. without cutting. patterns with bold prints.

SECTION 3 | SEAM ALLOWANCE DRIFT DIAGNOSTIC

Why your finished quilt is smaller than expected

Every 1/8" of seam drift removes approximately 0.25" per seam pair from the finished width.
Across 40 seams in a lap quilt, a 1/8" drift = 5" of lost width. That is not recoverable after assembly.

Fix:  Sew a 4-patch test block from scrap strips. Unfinished block must measure exactly 4.5". Adjust before opening your roll.

Seam Drift Seams in Lap Quilt Total Size Loss

Exact 1/4" 40 0" (correct) Proceed

3/8" used 40 approx. 10" lost Recalibrate foot before starting

1/8" drift 40 approx. 5" lost Run test block, adjust needle position
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SECTION 4 | JELLY ROLL QUILT: FULL CONSTRUCTION ENCE

Follow these steps in order. Each step builds on the last.

Prepare Your Machine

Re-thread from scratch. Install a fresh needle (80/12 universal). Test

stitch on a fabric scrap matching your jelly roll weight. Confirm
consistent stitch length at 2.0-2.5mm.

Sew the Test Block

Cut four 2.5" scrap strips into 4" lengths. Sew into a 4-patch with a

strict 1/4" seam. Press. Measure the unfinished block: must be
exactly 4.5" square. If not, recalibrate before proceeding.

Open and Sort Your Roll

Unroll and lay all strips flat. Remove any strips with printing flaws.
Group by value (light, medium, dark) if you want a planned layout.
For straight-strip: no sorting needed.

Chain Piece in Batches of 10
Feed strip pairs through the machine continuously without cutting

thread between pairs. Use a leader scrap at the start and an ender
scrap at the end of each chain. Cut chains apart after each batch of

10 pairs.

Press Each Batch Before Continuing

After every 10 pairs: press seams to the darker side using an
up-and-down iron motion. Do not slide the iron along the seam.
Sliding stretches the fabric. All seams in one direction per row.

Before cutting:

Press all jelly roll strips flat if they arrived creased. Do not stretch.
After test block:

Press seams to the darker side. Confirm block measures 4.5".
After each batch of 10:

Press up and down only. Never slide the iron along a seam.

After row assembly:

Press odd rows left, even rows right. This nests seam intersections.

sewing.com | Download more free guides at sewing.com/quilting

Assemble Rows

e Join sewn units into rows according to your pattern layout. For rail

fence and brick: nest seam intersections by pressing alternating
rows in opposite directions. Pin at every intersection before sewing.

Square the Quilt Top

Lay the finished top on a cutting mat. Trim all four edges straight
using a long quilting ruler. Check that corners are 90 degrees before
basting. A top that is not squared will not quilt flat.

Baste the Quilt Sandwich

Layer: backing (wrong side up), batting, quilt top (right side up).
Smooth each layer from center outward. Pin baste every 4" or spray
baste. Do not skip this step: unbasted layers shift under the quilting
foot.

Quilt

Straight-line quilting in the ditch (along seam lines) is the correct first
choice for a jelly roll top. Walking foot required. Stitch every other
seam line, then fill remaining lines.

Bind

Cut binding strips at 2.5" width. Join with diagonal seams, fold in
half, and press. Attach to the quilt front with a 1/4" seam. Hand-stitch
to the backing. Miter corners using a 45-degree fold.

After joining rows:

Press the full quilt top flat before squaring. Lumps create inaccurate cuts.
After basting:

Do not iron the basted sandwich. Heat activates spray baste and shifts layers.
After quilting:

Press the finished quilt from the backing side using a pressing cloth.
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