The Maker’s Blueprint: How to Sew a
Drawstring Linen Bag in 8 Steps

---- Double-Fold Casing

Height: 14 Inches

Fray-Proof Side Seam
————— Knotted Dual

Cotton Cords

Width: 12 Inches
Everyday Tote Base Model

Total construction time: 45-90 minutes | Includes Seam Finish Guide & Sizing Formula



Five Foundational Rules
for Linen Construction
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Anatomy of a Wash-Proof Linen Bag " Mandatory
Workbench Tools

seam is ever sewn.
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Calculating Cut vs. Finished Dimensions

_.l_ _______ _i_. . — . . .
Use Case Finished Size Cut Size Al | i o Fl.nthd gl
| | | + 1.5 inches
_________________________ | : : (Accounts for side seam allowances)
Small Gift Bag 6 x 6 in .o X 1IN | | |
————————————————————————— : : : | Cut Length = (Finished Height
C .
Produce Bag s x[oin [ 95 x25(in T M :’g Sl Tt
_________________________ | | | (Accounts for top casing allowances)
I |
Everyday Tote 12 4 Midn | 135 x 38 in | | | | Cord Length = (Finished Width
————————————————————————— : : X 2) + 10 inches
Shoe / Laundry 14 x 18 lin 15.5 x 41 in | I/T (Requires cutting two pieces to this
"4":"’15" ————— -1 exact length)




Phase 1: Fabric Preparation & Tension Verification
Clear these three risk-mitigation steps before beginning actual construction.

Mark the grain line. Use a sharp
rotary blade for crisp edges.
Prevents pre-fraying before
sewing.

Set stitch length to 2.5-3mm
with the 90/14 needle. Inspect

a 3-inch seam. Re-thread
entirely if stitches skip or pucker.

Wash warm, tumble dry low,
press while slightly damp.
Prevents post-construction
shrinking.



Step 4: The Seam Finish
Decision Flowchart
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Skip zigzag entirely.
Plan for French

seams 1n Step 5.

: Critical Fallback: If weave density is unclear, default to the French seam
! to prevent catastrophic failure in the washing machine.




Evaluating Structural Seam Options

Match your finish to the fabric weave to ensure durability.

SEAM FINISH

BEST FABRIC
MATCH

TOOLS REQUIRED

DURABILITY AFTER
WASHING

TIME ESTIMATE

Zigzag Open Seam

Tight-weave
washed linen

Sewing Machine

High Durability

Under 60 min.

Loose-weave Or

High for any

French Seam gauze Sewing Machine ooy 60-90 min.
: : Highest
Serged Seam Any linen type Serger Machine Durability Fastest
- Bound Seam Heirloom or ; ; Highest ;
*ﬁkﬂﬁ (Bias Tape) Gift quality Loaeho s el Professional eIk




Phase 2: Side Seams and the Casing Opening

Step 5: The 2-Inch Stop Point
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Stop sewing exactly 2 inches from the top.
Do not sew past the line. This gap forms the
opening.

Step 6: Pressing the Opening
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PRESSED FLAT

NO STITCHES

Press the entire seam flat, including the
unstitched top edges. This creates a clean,
flat opening for the casing without any
clipping or cutting.



Phase 3: Engineering the Casing Profile

Step 7: Folding and topstitching the double-fold channel.

0.5 inch fold
(Hides raw edge)

1.5 inch fold
(Creates channel)

\ Topstitch along ///;‘ The Clearance Test:

Pin must move freely
' e L before stitching.

Critical Warning: Leave the side seams unstitched. If the safety pin catches on the fabric
during testing, the channel is too narrow for your cord. Re-fold before topstitching.




Phase 4: The Symmetrical Closure Mechanism

Step 8: Threading the Drawstring Coxds.

The Single-Cord Failure The Dual-Cord Fix
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Pulling both knotted cords creates a
perfectly even, gap-free closure.

Pulls fabric to one side, leaving a
gaping hole opposite the knot.




Studio Workbench

The Three Pillars
Fray Prevention

Matching seam finish
(Zigzag vs. French) to weave
density locks internal

edges against washing
machine agitation.

of J
Pillar 1: Pre-washing removes loose
Prep surface fibers before scissors
(Step 1) ever touch the fabric.

" Pillar 2: Pillar 3:
Structure Finishing
(Step 4) (Step 8)

Together, these three actions take under 10 minutes
and prevent 100% of regular-use structural failures.

Sealing cord ends (a tight
knot for cotton or flame for
synthetics) prevents
exterior unraveling at
high-friction points.



Diagnostic Troubleshooting Grid

Empowering the maker to diagnose and fix machine or technique failures.

SYMPTOM ROOT CAUSE THE FIX
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Re-thread machine completely from
scratch (solves 40% of issues); check
for undersized needle.

Load a fresh 90/14 needle. Confirm
upper tension is <4.

Puckered seams on linen 1 Tension or threading error

)

ull/undersized needle
eflecting off dense weave

Skipped stitches
mid-seam

o1

Unfold, press side seams open
completely with a seam roll, then refold.

Folds pressed before side

Casing will not lie flat
seams were opened

Channel too narrow for
cord diameter

Rip topstitching, re-fold to full 1.5-inch

Cord jamming in casing depth, test with pin, and re-stitch.




